
Newsletter 

DEAR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS 

NGĀ MIHI NUI KI A KOUTOU KATOA. GREETINGS TO 
YOU ALL. 

This is our final newsletter for 2019. We can reflect on 
another very busy and successful year at Cromwell 
Primary School. Our students have had the opportunity to 
participate in a huge range of academic, cultural, sporting 
and leadership opportunities throughout the year. Many 
of our students have performed and achieved at very high 
levels in their particular fields – all have represented the 
school very well. We are still collating and analysing our 
end of year data, but we are hoping that we continue to 
have high percentages of students achieving at or above 
expected curriculum levels. We proudly celebrated our 
Chess Team qualifying for Nationals in Christchurch, our 
Year 6 Top Bike Team winning the Year 5/6 Section of the 
Regional Top Bike Competition, 1st School Team in the 
Cromwell Half Marathon, Year 5 Boys’ 1st Dunstan Zone 
Cross Country, 1st Year 6 Girls’ Team Dunstan Zone Cross 
Country and a number of students who were awarded 
Distinctions, Credits and Merits in ICAS Assessments.  

Thursday 12 December 2019 
Week 9, Term 4 
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REMINDERS 

 Fri 13 Dec MUFTI 
DAY, bring a can. 

 Fri 13 Dec, Year 6 
Farewell Assembly 
and Reports go home 

 Fri 13 Dec, Students 
meet new class & 
teacher for 2020 

 Fri 13 Dec,H3, H5 & 
H6 School Swimming 

 Mon 16 Dec, Parent 
Thank you Morning 
Tea 10.55am in 
staffroom 

 Tues 17 Dec, LAST 
DAY TERM 4, 1PM 
CLOSE  



Other 2019 highlights include: 
 The appointment of our first two Across Kāhui Ako Lead Teachers of the 

Cromwell Community of Learning (Te Kāhui Ako o Ngā Awanui) which has seen 
a significant lift in the collaboration between the three schools and six Early 
Childhood Centres. 

 Ending the year with our highest ever roll – 357 students. 
 Welcome “mihi whakatau” every term. 
 $200,000 Lotteries Community Facility Grant extended for further 12 months to 

enable our Multipurpose Project to move forward.  
 Kapa Haka performances at Murihiku Festival in Invercargill, Uruuruwhenua 

Central Otago Polyfest and Central Lakes Polyfest in Queenstown are great 
examples of how we are continuing to strengthen the cultural dimensions of our 
school. 

 The opening of our new Ako, four classroom senior learning hub at the beginning 
of Term 2. 

 The fantastic School Fair which raised an amazing 
$54,000 for a playground Spider Frame Climbing Rig. 

 Learning celebrations have included Mad About Science 
Kitchen Chemistry, Fantastical Feast, Movie Night, 
Building Masters Exhibition & United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals Exhibition. 

 EOTC Week experiences including Camp Columba, Mt 
Cook and the Te Aroha Marae Trip (Bluff) and a range of local based activities. 

 Visiting performers – Dunedin Symphony Orchestra, Neds Mindset Mission &  
Tanya Batt Storyteller. 

 Our Levels of Responsibility have ensured that all students are very clear about 
our expectations of behaviour and the importance of being self-managing and 
personally responsible for their actions and decisions.  

 Finally we have received so much positive feedback about the great behaviour our 
students display when they are attending events outside of school. From the staff 
at Cardrona, the Local Hangout Youth Workers and the Highland Park Team, to 
the A.J.Hackett staff who commended the Year 6 students on their excellent 
manners during their trip to the bungy. I believe that as a school community we 
should feel very proud of the wonderful young citizens of the future we are 
helping to shape.   

IMPORTANT DATES END OF YEAR 2019  

 Friday 13thth December – reports go home 

 Friday 13th December – school farewell to our Year 6 students & students meet 
new class & teacher for 2020 

 Monday 16 December 10:55am –Parent Thank You Morning tea in staffroom, 
all parent helpers welcome to join the staff 

 Tuesday 17 December – school closes at 1:00pm for the year 

‘It is the supreme art of the Teacher to awaken joy in creative expression 
and knowledge 

Albert Einstein 



FAREWELL YEAR 6 LEAVERS 

On Tuesday evening we farewelled 41 Year 6 Leavers. We celebrated this special 
group of young people by acknowledging all they have achieved during their time at 
Cromwell Primary, and more specifically all that they have contributed this year, as 
senior role models in the school. For our Year 6 children it marks the end of one 
era, and the beginning of another.  The end of this road, but the beginning of 
another journey. These Year 6 students have helped to set the tone in our school 
and have made a significant contribution to our very successful year at Cromwell 
Primary. The Ako Team – Lauren Pugh, Shona Hamilton, Louise Haig and Erin 
Hall organised the evening programme and we were thrilled to be joined by a large 
group of parents, extended family and friends who shared in this very special 
occasion. We wish our Year 6 students all the best for a successful transition to 
Cromwell College in 2020. 

CELEBRATING THE 2019 YEAR 6 CUP 
RECIPIENTS 

Congratulations to the following students 
who received special awards at the Year 6 
Leavers’ Function. 

 Cromwell Primary School Trophy for 
Academic Excellence – Tayven C 

 Walker Trophy for Best All Round 
Sporting Achievement –Allie Bailey 

 Morton Family Trophy for 
Contribution to The Arts – Indiana C 
& Anne B 

 Bekker Family Cup for Citizenship – Edie A 

 Leyser Family Trophy for school values – Baxter C & Anika L 

 Distinction Certificates The Arts – Esther F & Brayden King 

 Distinction Certificate Sporting Achievement – Jack S 

 Distinction Certificate Citizenship – James L & Anne P 

COMMUNITY THANKS 

Alongside the work the children are doing at school, is the very important 
involvement of all our parents. This happens in a multitude of ways – homework 
support, attendance at assemblies and presentations of learning, parent help in the 
classrooms and the library, transport and supervision on field trips and to sporting 
and cultural events, coaching teams, resource management, school lunches, 
fundraising, school grounds development…….. the list goes on. However, we do 
genuinely appreciate all the support we have had throughout the year, as many of 
the activities we undertake would simply not have gone ahead without your 
support. Thanks everyone for all you have done throughout this year, you have 
made a difference. Make sure you include on your Christmas wish list some quality 
time to spend with family and friends. Have a safe and enjoyable break and on 
behalf of the Cromwell Primary School Team, Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. 

 



THANKS SOKS   

We would like to acknowledge the wonderful work of our SOKs Committee this 
year. Highlights of this year have included school discos, School Fair, Scholastic 
Book Fair, 8 new BBQ tables. It is important that we acknowledge Nikki 
Livingstone (President), Shelley Baird (Secretary), Andrea Allison (Treasurer), 
Tanya Reddy & Sharon McCulloch  (School Uniforms), School Lunch Orders & 
Class BBQ Helpers and  Raewyn Whitworth (Scholastic Book Club) for their roles 
on the behalf of the committee.  This year your efforts have included a $1000 
hardship fund, a successful School Fair & Scholastic Book Fair, meals for families 
and the SOKs Ski Trips. We all appreciate your hard work on behalf of your 
children. You have really made a difference in our school.  

THANKS FROM THE CPS TEAM 

The staff would like to thank families for the gifts, baking and other treats that have 
been dropped off to classrooms, the office and the staffroom over the past two 
weeks. We all really appreciate your generosity in the spirit of Christmas. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT THANKS 

 Thanks to Dave Barkman and Scott Sutherland for their donation of a large 
rock for Tane’s Garden recently. We have a special plaque dated 1956 which is 
to be removed from our decommissioned furnace to fix to this rock prior to 
the furnace room being reinstated as a school storage area. 

 Thanks to Highlands for their donation towards a farewell package for Mrs 
Huffadine. Your support was much appreciated. 

 Thank you to Go Bus for donating the use of their bus today for our “Carols 
for Cans” Cromwell Foodbank Drive in partnership with all the Early 
Childhood Centre’s in Cromwell. 

FAREWELL MAXINE JOHNSTONE, ALEX OFFEN, LAUREN PUGH AND 
KAREN HUFFADINE (MOVING TO PART-TIME) 

We are sad to be farewelling four staff members at the end of the year. Karen 
Huffadine, who started at CPS in 1999, is stepping back from fulltime work and will 
be working part-time in Kārearea Team in 2020, Maxine Johnstone is moving to 
Tapanui where she has secured a role at Tapanui Primary School, Lauren Pugh will 
be relieving around Dunedin in Term 1 next year before she heads overseas and 
Alex Offen is stepping away from teaching and will concentrate on her Gym 
Businesses for a while. We wish Karen, Maxine, Alex & Lauren all the very best for 
2020 with their exciting new challenges and directions – you will all be greatly 
missed by the Cromwell Primary School Community. Thanks for your amazing 
contributions over the years as you have all made as difference.  

 

PARENT HELPERS “THANK YOU MORNING TEA” 

All parents who have helped us out this year are invited to join us for 

morning tea at 10.55am in the staffroom on Monday 16 December 



2019 - THE YEAR OF CONTINUING GROWTH 

This year has been another year of significant changes, mostly linked to our 
continued growth. Our roll has grown to 357 and this has meant we have had to 
review many of our school systems and processes to ensure that what we are doing 
is effective and appropriate for a school of our size. Our new roll growth classroom 
building project was completed and our senior children moved into this at the 
beginning of Term 2. Our multipurpose building has continued to be a work in 
progress, but we have finally been able to secure a company to progress this 
project, with construction planned to commence in 2020. This project is an 
example of the importance of having a long term vision and strategic planning goal 
which has enabled us to raise the significant funds required to achieve this goal. We 
appreciate the patience of our community who have been raising funds for this 
project for several years. Between school fundraising from three previous school 
fairs and a significant amount of community trusts funding, we are now financially 
able to commit to this project for the benefit of the children now and in the future.  
We have also employed additional staff members in response to our growing roll. 
We have had to relinquish the use of the Junction Suite as our school library again 
this year, as currently we have 55 Years 3/4 students based in there. Lots of 
changes to adapt to, but the one thing that has not changed is that we continue to 
be a high performing school. We encourage the children to be the best learners and 
people they can be, and the staff work tirelessly to ensure that all students receive 
the best possible learning opportunities in order to ensure individual success.  

2019 STUDENT COUNCIL END OF YEAR MESSAGE 

Thanks everyone for supporting us this year. We raised $800.00 for Starship 
Hospital and $1,000.00 for a new outdoor chess set. The School Talent Quest was 
very popular with lots of talent on show in Term 3. Today we collected 
approximately 700 cans for the Cromwell Food Bank in our annual “Christmas 
Carols for Cans” partnership with ECE. Thanks to our choir and guitarists who 
provided the entertainment. We have really enjoyed representing our classes and 
we hope that we have helped to “make a difference” at school. Merry Christmas 
from Edie, Peiton, Anne, Indiana, Tayla, Jaxson, Kyle, James, Hadley, Mischa, 
Ruby and Anieke. 

2019 HOUSE LEADERS 

Throughout the year our House Leaders have been running their own lunch time 
activity programme every Friday. They have come up with some amazing activities 
for all the children to enjoy. Well done to the House Leaders for showing such 
initiative and outstanding organisational skills. Congratulations to Carrick House 
who won the House Shield for 2019. Carrick House Leaders received the shield on 
behalf of Carrick House students at the Year 6 Leavers Function on Tuesday 
evening. 

 STUDENT PROFILES 

We would appreciate the speedy return of student profiles by Monday 16 
December. If your child’s profile is not returned before the end of the term, please 
drop them at the office or send these back on the first day of 2020. A photocopy of 
student achievement information was included with the profiles for parents to 
keep. Year 6 students and students who are leaving the school are able to keep their 
profiles. 

 



BUSES & FINAL DAY ARRANGEMENTS – TUESDAY 17 DECEMBER 

 School closes at 1:00pm Tuesday 17th December. 

 Buses will be running at the usual time of 3:10pm as Goldfields 
School do not finish until Wednesday 18th December. 

 It is very important that bus parents let the school know by the end 
of this week if you children WILL require the bus on Tuesday 
afternoon. 

 If we do not hear back from families, we will assume they will NOT 
be travelling on the buses on Tuesday afternoon and have made 
arrangements for children to be collected at 1pm when school 
closes for the year. 

END OF YEAR ATTENDANCE & ABSENCES 

We are responsible for accounting for every individual student until the close of 
school at 1:00pm Tuesday 17th December. We are happy for families to regard 
Monday as being the last day for students, as Tuesday will be a resource 
management, classroom clean-up day which will be easier without the children. 
Please ensure that you notify the office if your child WILL be attending school on 
Tuesday morning, as we do need to account for every child. If we do not hear from 
you, we will mark them as being absent. This will enable teachers to record 
attendance details accurately. Alternately you can contact the office by phone 445 
0264 or email (admin@cromprimary.school.nz). We remind parents that there is 
no afterschool care on Tuesday, as we are officially closing at 1:00pm. 

RETURN OF SCHOOL RESOURCES AND SPORTS UNIFORMS 

Please have a good hunt around home for any school reading and library books, 
sports uniforms (there are both sports tops and tracksuits outstanding), touch tops 
etc. We would like all school property returned as soon as possible. Any school 
property you may have at home can be dropped off at the office until 3:00pm on 
Monday 16 December. 

POLYTECH WHAKATAU 

On Tuesday 26 November our Kapa Haka group where involved in a Whakatau at 

the Polytech to welcome the new Chilean students who have arrived to study in 

Cromwell. 
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HAREWA ATHLETIC SPORTS 
Results and photos from the Harewa Sports Day held on 21 November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



“Iti kārearea kahikatea ka taea” 

The smallest falcon can reach the top of the tallest tree” 

STICKS’N’STONES FUN DAY 

113 ambassadors from CPS, Goldfields and College took part in an adventure day 

that celebrates their involvement in Sticks n Stones. They took part in a range of ac-

tivities that focused on team building as well as some fun group activities bubble 

soccer, human archery, human foozeball and bungy tramp. 

VELODROME TRIP 

On Wednesday 4 December, six Y6 students travelled down to Invercargill to expe-

rience riding a track bike around a velodrome. This was a prize for winning the 

Y5/6 Top Bike competition earlier this year. The students learnt how to ride around 

the steep corner by peddling fast around the corner. Once the students got their 

confidence to ride the track safely they had some races. We may see some of these 

students representing New Zealand on some kind of bike in the future. All the stu-

dents had a lot of fun and enjoyed the experience.  A big thank you to Glen Thom-

son & Bruce Ross from Cycling Southland for hosting us at the velodrome.  

AFTER-SCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

If you require Afterschool Care in 2020 you will need to re-

book.  Bookings WILL NOT be carried over unless you advise.   

PLEASE NOTE:  There is NO afterschool care on Tuesday 17 

December 



IMPORTANT DATES START OF YEAR 2020 

 Wednesday 29 January school office reopens 

 Friday 31 January – new families to the school meet with teachers 

 Monday 3 February– Term One 2020 commences for all students. Students 
are to go straight to their new classrooms with their stationery. 

SCHOOL EMAIL FOR 2020 – admin@cromprimary.schoool.nz 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE HOURS 2020  

If you are intending to use this service you will need to make a new booking in the 
New Year. No bookings will be carried over. All accounts must be cleared for this 
year before any bookings will be taken for 2020. 

Hours of operation - 3:00pm-5:30pm daily 

Permanent Bookings - $8:00 per session 

Casual Bookings - $10.00 per session. 

2020 CLASSES & STATIONERY 

Children will have the opportunity to meet their 2020 teachers and classmates 
tomorrow. During this “meet & greet” session students will receive their stationery 
lists for next year. Class stationery lists will also be available at Paper Plus and from 
our school website. 

SOKS  

SOKs (Support our Kids) would like to thank the Wendy, Mr Dave,  the Board and 

staff and all the parents and kids for their support this year.  Special thanks to Vikki 

and the fair committee for an amazing effort with the fair.  With all your support in 

2019, SOKs has been able to purchase many things for the school including a new 

BBQ for our popular sausage sizzles, outdoor tables and we have raised a 

substantial amount to go towards an exciting piece of playground equipment.  

SOKs supports our kids not only with fundraising for items that are not funded by 

the ministry, we also run the lunch time sausage sizzles, coordinate the subway and 

sushi orders, run fabulous discos and an annual book fair.  SOKs  is grateful for the 

support our school families over past few years as we have raised money to use 

towards the multipurpose hall.  Here’s hoping 2020 is the year we get to spend it.   

 We have big plans for next year and look forward to all the committee can achieve.  

It’s a great committee that really can make a difference and we welcome any new 

committee members next year and our first meeting of the year will be held at 

7:30pm Monday 10th February in the staffroom.   We hope you have a safe and 

happy holiday.  See you next year.  

FINANCES 

Please settle all accounts before the end of the year 

Should you require assistance to meet school costs, please contact the principal 

or Tegan in the office as there is assistance that is available. 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

 

Cromwell Kids Fun Club is a committee run, not for 
profit organisation that runs a holiday programme 
every school holidays from Cromwell Primary. The 
January 2020 holiday programme is OPEN now, you 
can BOOK through https://
cromwellkidsfunclub.aimyplus.com. We offer morn-
ings, short day and full day sessions to suit every-
one. Make sure you follow us on Facebook to keep 
an eye out for updates and programme information. 

https://cromwellkidsfunclub.aimyplus.com/
https://cromwellkidsfunclub.aimyplus.com/





