
Newsletter 

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

NGĀ MIHI NUI KI A KOUTOU KATOA. GREETINGS TO YOU 

ALL. 

Welcome back everyone. We have had a very exciting 
start to Term 2 with the opening of our new senior 
learning hub on Monday morning. It was wonderful to 
see so many parents attend the blessing with the Ako 
students, despite the heavy rain. We had hoped to 
involve the whole school in the welcome powhiri 
outside the new hub, but unfortunately the weather 
had other plans for us and we were forced to move 
indoors. Ako students and their whānau were joined 
by special guests Darren Rewi (Iwi Kaumatua) and 
four of the Cook Brothers Construction Team, for the 
first part of the opening. Two Year 6 students led the 
group over to the new hub where Darren shared a 
special karakia outside for the building itself. Esther F 
and Cruz H then stepped inside the hub and everyone 
else filed in behind and followed Darren around the 
building as he blessed each space. Kai was enjoyed by 
everyone and then there was time for students and 
parents to explore the new space. The response from 
everyone who has visited the new hub has been WOW. 
It really is worth popping in to take a look at our 
brand new innovative learning environment at some 
stage. All other classes in the school will have the 
chance to take a “walk through” over the next few 
days, as we know there has been huge interest in the 
progress of the project which the children have 
watched from outside the safety fences for several 
months.  

Thursday 2 May 2019 

Week 1, Term 2 
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REMINDERS 

 Fri 3 May, Swimming Y3-

6 

 Mon 6 May, SOKs 

Meeting at 7:30pm 

 Wed 8 May, CO 

Swimming Champs   

 Fri 10 May, School 

Assembly at 1:30pm in 

the College Auditorium 

 Fri 10 May, Sausage 

Sizzle.  $2/sausage.  

Orders to outside Ako 

before school on Friday. 

 Fri 10 May, Swimming 

Y3-6 
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The opening of this space will make a huge difference to the school, as we now 
have the space the Ako Team has vacated, for special music classes and for 
children to use during the cold winter lunchtimes over the next couple of terms. 
 
A big thank you to Pub Charity who funded the purchase of whiteware for the 
kitchen in the new Senior Hub. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The focus for the first few days of the new term has been 
Anzac Day, with all classes hearing stories about the brave 
Anzacs, many of whom sacrificed their lives to protect NZ, 
our precious homeland. We held our school Anzac Service 
today and we appreciated the attendance of several 
Cromwell RSA members. It was lovely to hear the choir sing 
and to hear the special tributes that were shared by our 
speakers. Thanks also to Warren Cox who played the “Last 
Post” and to Kārearea 1 for arranging this special service.   
 

Watching the live Anzac Service on television from the Gallipoli Peninsula during 
the holidays always brings back many special memories for me having attended 
the service held at Anzac Cove in Turkey in 2011.  This year I attended the 
Cromwell Anzac Service and I know that many of our students attended services in 
Cromwell, Lowburn and Bannockburn. This national day of remembrance is so 
important and is what defines us both as a country and as New Zealanders. 

Special thanks to Tiaane N and Connor H for representing our school so well at the 
wreath laying ceremony in Cromwell on Anzac Day. They looked great in their 
uniforms and we felt very proud of them as they joined the parade outside and 
placed our wreath at the cenotaph.  

Anzac Wreaths 



The students have settled quickly back into school routines and we have an action 
packed term planned for them. Opportunities such as choir, guitar, violin and chess 
are back up and running. Many of our senior students will also be involved with 
enrichment opportunities that Jayne Fitzgerald will be coordinating this term. 
These include preparing for the Central Otago 
Spelling and Social Studies Quizzes and the 
University of Otago Problem Solving Challenge. 
Senior students in our Top Bike Teams will be 
heading to Alexandra in Week 3 to participate in 
this annual competition and yesterday our 
swimmers who qualified for the Dunstan Zone 
Swimming Sports competed in this event at the 
Cromwell Swim Centre. It is pleasing to note the 
large number of students seeking extra challenges 
and opportunities to enrich and extend their 
learning – evidence of a “growth mindset” towards 
learning.  
 
Swimming commences tomorrow for Years 3-6 classes. Sessions for the children 
will involve development of correct stroke techniques by practising gliding, kicking, 
floating and balancing their bodies in the water. Senior classes will also learn about 
river and lake safety. Our inquiry topic this term is a Science Material World focus 
using a “kitchen chemistry” context to help build conceptual understanding about 
“change”. The inquiry hook used on Monday by HārewaTeam teachers to provoke 
some curiosity certainly did the trick worked with some amazing conversations 
happening as a result.  The Kapa Haka Performance Group will be busy working 
with Amber Nepe and Ms Claire, in preparation for the Murihiku Polyfest in 
Invercargill in Term 3. 

 

GILBERTHORPE SCHOOL MORNING TEA 

At the end of last term, Cromwell Primary 
School shouted Gilberthorpe School  Staff 
morning tea.  This was an OPPA (Otago 
Primary Principal’s Association) initiative to 
show support for the schools in Christchurch 
in response to the Mosque Shootings.   
We received a lovely response from 
Gilberthorpe School . 
Kia Ora 

This morning we had a lovely surprise at morning tea 
time and I was told that it was from you guys at 
Cromwell Primary School.  It was a lovely morning 
tea and very much appreciated as we work through 
the last day of term.  There were many happy faces 
in our staffroom as we dragged our feet down for a 
quick cuppa. 
One of our school values is Make Someone’s Day 
and you certainly did that. 
Have a fantastic break.  Thank you so much  

Gumboot Day held on the last day 

of Term 1.  Money raised was do-

nated to “I am Hope”, a Charitable 

Organisation focused on Mental 

Health 



CENTRAL OTAGO TRIATHLON 

On Thursday 4th of April, our top performing 
triathletes competed in the Central Otago 
Triathlon. Nerves and excitement levels were 
very high as the Central Otago Triathlon was a 
much bigger competition than the Dunstan 
Zones, with over 750 students participating.  
Our students once again, competed with 
courage, heart and persistence. We are 
incredibly proud of their training and hard 
work. 
A special congratulations goes to our Year 5 
Girls Team of Zoë O, Tabitha C and Georgia S 
who achieved 3rd place in their division.  

SWIMMING SPORTS 

On Wednesday 10th of April, Year 4, 5 & 6 competed in Senior Swimming Sports 
held at the Cromwell Pool. Our students were nervous at first but soon got into the 
swing of things. So many students participated with real courage and 
determination. For some, there were shining moments of glory and for others, 
moments of pride when they achieved something they hadn’t been able to do 
before. 
A big thank you goes out to all the wonderful parent volunteers who donated their 
time to be marshals and timekeepers at the event. We simply could not have had 
Swimming Sports without you. 
We had a great bunch of sporty parents and an energetic teacher to finish off our 
Swimming Sports with an adults versus students relay race. Thanks to Michael 
Menzies, Jenna Faulkner, Miro Kollar, Claire Lincoln and Sandra Rivett-
MacKenzie. They were well challenged by our student team comprising of Isla L, 
Georgia S, Jahziel L, Caleb E and Pax K. 
 
The following results are the top 3 placings in each race. 
 
Freestyle 25m 
Boys 9 and Under: 1 Caleb E, 2 Jahziel L, 3 
Jaxon H 
Girls 9 and Under: 1 Zoe M, 2 Sienna B, 3 Lily 
GJ 
Boys 10+: 1 Luke C, 2 Jack S, 3 Ryan S 
Girls 10+: 1 Georgia S, 2 Isla L, 3 Anika L 
 
Backstroke 25m 
Boys 9 and Under: 1 Caleb E, 2 Hudson C, 3 
Travis CGirls 9 and Under: 1 Lily GJ, 2 Lily F, 
3 Zoe M 
Boys 10+: 1 Ollie D, 2 Corbin W, 3 Ryan S 
Girls 10+: 1 Georgia S, 2 Anika L, 3 Allie B 



Breaststroke 25m 
Boys 9 and Under: 1 Jahziel L, 2 Hudson M, 3 
James M 
Girls 9 and Under: 1 Alice H, 2 Elita D, 3 Zoe 
M 
Boys 10+: 1 Jack S, 2 Ollie D, 3 Corbin W 
Girls 10+: 1 Georgia S, 2 Grace B, 3 Edie A 
 
Butterfly 25m 
Boys/Girls 9 and Under: 1 Logan M, 2 Jack M, 
3 Jonti M 
Boys/Girls 10+: 1 Georgia S, 2 Molly M, 3 
Luke C 
 
Open Freestyle 50m 
1 Georgia S, 2 Jaxon H, 3 Edie A 
 
Individual Medley 
1 Georgia S, 2 Molly M, 3 Corbin W 
 
OTAGO PRIMARY SCHOOL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

On Saturday 6th April, Georgia S represented Cromwell Primary at the Otago 
Primary School Swimming Championships. Georgia had an incredibly successful 
day, achieving some new personal bests. We are incredibly proud of Georgia's 
determination and drive to always achieve her best when competing. Tino pai rawa 
atu! 

STUDENT COUNCIL 2019 

Congratulations to the following students who will be 
representing their classes this year on the Student Council 
– Indiana C, Peiton K, Tayla N, James L, Jaxson T, Ruby 
S, Edie A, Mischa T, Kyle M, Hadley P and Anne P. We 
met for the first time at lunchtime on Monday and the 
students are all looking forward to contributing to the 
school throughout this year.  

CHANGES TO SCHOOL BUS ROUTES 

This week the office has emailed out new school bus routes to all parents of bus 
children. If your child travels by bus and you did not receive this email, please 
contact the office as soon as possible. The maps highlight the three bus routes 
which now cover Bannockburn, Lowburn and Pisa. The new routes begin next week 
on Monday 6th May. 

TERM 2 PLANNER 

We have included our Term Two planner in this newsletter. Please put it in a 
prominent position at home to help your family keep in touch with what is 
happening at school this term. We will advise you throughout the term of any date 
changes or other significant events as these are confirmed. 
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‘An invesment in knowledge always pays the best interest.’   

Ben Franklin 

CURRICULUM CORNER: “THE POWER OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT” 

Community Engagement is one of the eight principles in the NZ Curriculum 
Framework. For students this means the curriculum has meaning, connects with 
their wider lives, and engages the support of their families, whānau and 
communities. 
Parental involvement is broadly defined as “parental participation in the 
educational experiences of their children” which includes both school-based and 
home-based involvement. The importance of parental involvement in improving 
outcomes for children was recognised in a NZ Ministry of Education Report that 
emphasised that improving parent and family involvement in children’s education 
was one of three priority areas for schools. 
We look forward to your engagement in the learning partnership with 
your child and our school this term 

LEARNING PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS (GOAL SETTING SESSIONS) 
These sessions are being scheduled for Week 3, 11-15th May. Please watch out for 
information about when the online bookings open.  These meetings are an 
important part of your child’s learning, so we are hoping to see as many parents 
attending these with their children as possible. 
 
 
 

NEW ARRIVALS - WELCOME 
This week we have welcomed the following students to our school: Emily K, Laura 
B, Ollie & Charlotte T, Maycee E, James S, Riley W, Angela & Gabriel C, Eilidh M, 
Mae S, Jayden A, Tru B, William D & Louis L We hope you enjoy your time with us 
at Cromwell Primary School. Our school roll for the start of Term 2 is 317 
compared to 270 in 2018. 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS - 5 APRIL ASSEMBLY 

Well done to: Sophia H, Anton B, Emelia S, Shyna R, Timana N, Henry J, Nevaeh 
M, Bella H, Ben K,  Charlie W, Isabella C, Max M, Carter M, Nixon S, Harlym W, 
Jackson H, Annabelle N, Reegan B, Quade D, Mieke L, Joel B, Sienna B, Delta B, 
Anika L. 



FINANCES 

 School Costs will be billed to your child’s account.  A statement will be sent out 
monthly that shows the items billed and payments made. 

 Please pay by  internet banking (03-1735-0004162-000). Please put name and 
what it relates to as the reference and/or e-mail Tegan  to advise.  If you are 
unable to pay by internet banking, payment can be made by cash or cheque.  
Please place  cash/cheque in a named envelope and specify what the payment is 
for on the envelope.  The envelope can be given to the classroom teacher to come 
to the office in the purple bag.  If dropping the envelope to the office, please put 
envelope in the post-it slot.  We do not have eftpos.   

 We have limited cash, so please endeavour to pay the exact amount 
of cash. 

 You can pay regular amounts to cover costs e.g $5 per week if NE-Y2, 
$10 per week if Y3&4, $15 Y5&6.   

 Should you require assistance to meet school costs, please contact the principal 
or Tegan in the office as there is assistance that is available. 

“Iti kārearea kahikatea ka taea” 

The smallest falcon can reach the top                            
of the tallest tree” 

PROPERTY UPDATE 
We have a number of projects being developed currently. 
1. School Heating – we have decommissioned our old heating system which is to be 

replaced by heat pumps in all rooms. After a feasibility exercise undertaken by 
MOE consultants, the decision to install heat pumps has been made, as this 
solution provides both heating and cooling options all year round. This project is 
expected to be completed by Queen’s Birthday Weekend. 

2. Innovative Learning Environment Project (ex Ako classrooms). Plans are being 
finalised for this modernisation project that will provide a two classroom 
learning hub for the Kārearea Team hopefully for the start of the 2020 school 
year. 

3. Multipurpose Building Project. This project is currently being reviewed by the 
board who is hoping to have a clear direction for this project in the near future. 
MOE consent has finally been granted for the construction of a new building on 
school land. The space between the new senior hub and the staff carpark for this 
building is the site identified for this project. 

4.  New 5 Year Agreement (5YA) for Capital Works Development in the school over 
the period 2019 – 2024 is currently being developed. Proposed projects include 
the Ako redevelopment, new irrigation pumps, new toilets in the Junior Block 
and carpet replacement in Kārearea 1 & 2. 



 

Kia ora Koutou, 
  
This year NZSTA are hosting a series of low-key information sessions for the general public on 
trusteeship.  The intention of these sessions is that it will improve the understanding of the role of 
the board prior to people nominating to stand at the upcoming election.   
  
I will be facilitating a public Kōrari information session on Wednesday 8th May at Goldfields 
School, Cromwell from 7:30pm.  
Roughly the sessions are broken into three parts – Welcome and introductions; an overview of 
the role of the board and trustees/the election process; and then open questions/discussion. 
  
You can find more information on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/annbnzsta/  https://www.facebook.com/events/360157524608340/  
Please register your interest with Lucienne Shelley – lshelley@nzsta.org.nz  
  
Other links that might be useful can be found on the NZSTA website: 
Information for parents - https://www.nzsta.org.nz/advice-and-support/information-for-
parents/ 
The NZSTA board election website - https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/ 

  

Ngā mihi nui, nā 

 

Ann Bixley 

Governance Adviser 

https://www.facebook.com/annbnzsta/
https://www.facebook.com/events/360157524608340/
mailto:lshelley@nzsta.org.nz
https://www.nzsta.org.nz/advice-and-support/information-for-parents/
https://www.nzsta.org.nz/advice-and-support/information-for-parents/
https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/


BOARD ELECTIONS - HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT BECOMING A SCHOOL 
TRUSTEE? 

The Board are preparing for the upcoming Triennial BoT elections to be held on the 7 June 
2019. Elections are held every three years and I urge the Cromwell Primary School community 
to consider the important role of the Board of Trustees.  to help shape and support the education 
of their children.  

I have found my time on the BOT very rewarding and a great chance to use my strategic 
management skills to help our kids.  I wanted to be part of making a positive difference and 
setting clear direction for the learning and achievement of children at Cromwell Primary School.  
Being an active leader in our school and part of a highly professional and effective team has been 
a great experience. 

What does the BOT do? 

The BOT is responsible for the governance of the school. The board is the employer of all staff 
and is responsible for setting the school's strategic direction and targets in consultation with 
parents, staff and students.  We monitor and evaluate how well we do against these targets.   The 
Board is also responsible for overseeing the management of personnel, curriculum, property, 
finance and administration.  We ensure that our school provides a safe environment and quality 
education for all of our students. We want every child to achieve their potential at CPS.  

Who are we looking for? 

We need a range of skills, experiences and backgrounds on our BOT to ensure our decisions are 
balanced, considered and have the best possible outcomes for our children. Being a good 
communicator with an enquiring mind and having the ability to ask challenging questions 
certainly helps.   There are specific skills that are helpful to our Board including financial skills, 
experience with property, communications or employment. 

Parents, caregivers and people from the wider community can be elected to our school board. 
Normally our school has five parent elected representatives and one staff elected representative.  
The principal is also a member of the board.   

Training and support 

The Korari Programme is available for anyone interested in finding out about standing for the 
school board elections and having a say in the education of their children.  Resources available 
are: 

 Korari: a programme (workshop) that provides you with governance training to help you 
understand the role of school boards of trustees.  Workshops for Korari will be held in 
March/April this year. Please see  poster  in Community Notices section. 

 Korari form: NZSTA will support anyone who advises us they are interested in becoming a 
trustee, by way of the workshops but also providing access to their Learning Management 
System where online modules re. school governance, student achievement etc. can be 
completed. school office) 

 Community member guide to the role of the board of trustees: This explains a lot 
of commonly asked questions and information about becoming a trustee. 

 Please see the school office for the Korari form and Community member guide 

 

Contact 

Any of our current trustees - Karyn Penno, Nigel Sharpe, Logan Miller, Brent Stanley or myself 
would be happy to answer your questions.  Please contact the school office if you would like a 
trustee to contact you . 

 

Shane Livingstone - Cromwell Primary School BOT Chair 



UNIFORM 

New Uniform can be purchased 
from Tanya at Metrografix.  
Tanya is in the Metrografix 
office from 9am until 2:45 
daily.  If uniform is needed 
outside this time please call 
and arrange a time that suits.   

E-mail: 
tanya.metrografix@xtra.co.nz
, telephone 03 4454533, cell: 
027 6213582. 

Second-Hand can be purchased 
on-line on the “Cromwell 
Primary School Second-Hand 
Uniform Buy/Sell Page  

 
Second-Hand Uniform Link 

SOKS UPDATE 

 

Our wonderful SOKs group is getting busy 
organizing the school disco which is being held 
on Friday the 17th of May. If you are able to 
help out on the night please keep an eye on your 
emails for a disco roster that will be sent out 
soon. 
Make sure you keep the 9th of November free 
as it is our school fair!  
A big thank you to all the amazing parents who 
help out at the sausage sizzles as all the money 
raised at any of our SOKs fundraisers goes 
straight back to the students! 
If you need any uniform items be sure to check 
out our Facebook page Cromwell Primary 
second hand uniform buy sell.  
For any information regarding SOKs our email 

is soks@cromprimary.school.nz  

Visit SOKs Facebook Page on: 
    

Cromwell Primary SOKs 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/255470058152068/?ref=bookmarks
mailto:soks@cromprimary.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/Cromwell-Primary-SOKs-1553218471621808/?fref=ts


SCHOOL 

LUNCHES… 

Heat Ups 

There will be no heat ups in 

Terms 1 & 4 this year 

Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays in Terms 2 & 3. 

Subway Tuesday:   

1. You can order and pay 
online.   

Go to www.subwayexpress.co.nz ( 
you will need to register if you 
haven't already) and click on the 
School lunch option.  Choose 
Cromwell Primary School from 
the drop down list.  Choose your 
sub and then work down the list 
to select or deselect cheese, 
salads etc.  On the last page is a 
box where you can make 
additional notes (eg..no sauce). 
The subs ALL come with sauce by 
default.  You will have to do a 
separate order and payment per 
child.  At this stage you can’t 
order school lunches via the app. 

2. You can order through the 
school 

A special envelope is available 
with all the options to tick.  If you 
think this is going to suit you 
best, please come into the office 
and pick up a few envelopes.   

Sushi Thursday:   

Use the purple bag service before 

9.  Envelope to include $5 for 6 

pieces or $6 for 8 pieces, name, 

room, flavour (vegetarian, tuna, 

chicken, salmon). Soy, ginger or 

wasabi will only come if you 

request it. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU 

HAVE THE EXACT 

CHANGE! 

SOKs receives $1 from every 

order. Win Win! 

AFTER-SCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

The Afterschool Care Programme  is a service that is 
provided by Cromwell Primary School in a response 
to a lack of Afterschool Services in our community.  It 
is separate to the core services provided by the school 
and is funded solely by the fees paid by the caregivers 
using the service.  We receive no funding from the 
Ministry of Education or any other sources.   

To ensure this service remains viable, casual users of 
the service are required to pay on the day of the 
booking (or by the end of the week if  there are a 
number of bookings in the week).  No invoice will be 
issued, unless payment is overdue.  For users who 
have permanent bookings, invoices will be issued 
monthly and are required to be paid within 7 days. 

These fees are used to pay the wages of the 
supervisors, so any delay in payment compromises 
the ability of the programme to continue. 

If payment is overdue, we will follow this up with a 
phone call.  To avoid any embarrassment, please pay 
by the due date. 

We also ask that you pick your children up by 5:30 at 
the very latest as our supervisors have other 
commitments and it can cause significant 
inconvenience if they have to wait for caregivers who 
are late picking up their children.  We will be 
charging a late pick up fee for anyone who is 
consistently late picking up their child/children and 
it may result in their booking being cancelled. 

 

Please note the following: 
 

 Ensure  you see Sue or Tracey to sign your 
child out when picking them up. 

 Make sure you let the office know if your 
child is not attending Afterschool Care as 
there is a waiting list. 

 Remind your child that they need to be 
checked in by Sue or Tracey before going out 
to play 

 Provide enough food for your child for 
afternoon tea. 

 Afterschool Care is a device free zone (other 
than Chromebooks) 

http://www.subwayexpress.co.nz/


COMMUNITY NOTICES 

REAP COURSES COMING UP: 

MUSIC LESSONS  with Anna-Maree Morris  

 Piano, guitar, theory, musicianship and 

performance. 

 Lessons available in Queenstown Cromwell and 

Alexandra. 

 20+ years teaching experience with references. 

Home visit lessons available also. Family 

discount for more than one student. 

 Beginners to advanced, adults students also 

welcome. 

 Lessons $25 half hour. Phone 0212044687 or 

email. annamareemusic@yahoo.co.nz  

mailto:annamareemusic@yahoo.co.nz



