
DEAR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS 

NGĀ MIHI NUI KI A KOUTOU KATOA. GREETINGS TO 
YOU ALL 
This is our final newsletter for 2020 and we can reflect on 
a year like no other we have ever experienced in our lives. 
School years go by in a blur at the best of times, but it's 
hard to fully grasp how much has happened in the past 12 
months. COVID-19 has been, and continues to be, a huge 
challenge for the world. As I continue to watch what is 
happening internationally, I feel very lucky to be in 
Cromwell and to be part of a such a wonderful school 
community. Thank you for all you have contributed as 
partners in home learning programmes during Lockdown 
and for supporting your children back to school so well in 
Level 2. I would also like to acknowledge our wonderful 
staff for their professionalism, for caring about ākonga 
and our whānau and for their seemingly unlimited energy, 
dedication and commitment to doing the very best for 
their students. Much has been expected of our workforce/
staff and as always, much has been delivered. 

Despite the COVID interrupted year, we have still 
managed to organise activities which have been 2020 
highlights for the children – Camp Columba, Dunedin 
Camp, Te Rau Aroha Marae Trip, Highlands Year 6 
Challenge, Year 6 Bungy Trip, Virtual Polyfest and Chess 
Nationals. Our students have also had the opportunity to 
participate in the Central Otago SMMC Music Concert, 
Dunstan Zone and Central Otago Triathlon 
Championships and the Cromwell Half Marathon. Many 
of our students have performed and achieved at very high 
levels in their particular fields – all have represented the 
school very well. Within school we have held our school 
cross country events, duathlons/triathlon events, 
swimming programmes, transition to college, Hārewa 
Dance Celebration, The Enviro CoL Exhibition & Karearea 
Dance Show. 
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REMINDERS 

 Fri 11 Dec, Parent Helpers 

Morning Tea, 10.55am 
Staffroom 

 Fri 11 Dec, “Bring a Can” 

Mufti Day 

 Mon 14 Dec, Year 6 Leavers 

Function, 6pm 
Presbyterian Church 

 Mon 14 Dec, Kārearea 

Team Dance Performance, 
2pm 

 Wed 16 Dec, Last Day Term 

4, 1pm finish 

 Wed 3 February, First Day 

Term 1 2021, 9am 



We are currently collating and analysing our end of year student achievement data 
and we will be interested to see what impact Lockdown, Home Learning 
Programmes and a disrupted year has had on this. This data summary will be 
shared with the community early next year. 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES END OF YEAR 2020  
 Friday 11th December 10:55am - Parent Thank You Morning tea in 

staffroom, all parent helpers welcome to join the staff 

 Monday 14th December – reports sent home, students meet their new class 
& teacher for 2021 

 Tuesday 15th December – school farewell to our Year 6 students & second 
session for students with 2021 class & teacher. 

 Wednesday 16th December - school closes at 1:00pm for the year 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES START OF YEAR 2021 
 School Office Reopens Monday 1 February 9:00 – 3:00pm 

 Tuesday 2 February – new families to the school meet with teachers 

 Wednesday 3 February -  Term  One 2021 com m ences for  all students. 
Students are to go straight to their new classrooms with their stationery. 

 

2021 TEACHING STAFF 
Students will be meeting their 2021 teacher and new class next Monday. 

Olivia Buckner 

Danella Smallridge  

Katharine Grigor 

Cheryl Stuart 

Hayley Joyce/Holly Curran 

Hannah Fitzpatrick 

Barbara Caughey 

Rachel Peters 

Shona Hamilton 

Claire Lincoln 

Belinda Thomlinson 

Louise Haig 

Sarah Luke 

Andrew Ede 

Nicole Fraser/Alana Egerton 

Jen Chamberlain (CRT Release) 

Cath McLellan (Leadership Team Release) 

Karen Huffadine (SENCO & Kahui Ako Release) 

Christina Crossan (CRT New Entrants/Year 1) 

Kate Nicolson (Ako Release) 

Julie McGregor (Learning Support Teacher) 
 

 

 

 

 



STAFF FAREWELL 
Jayne Fitzgerald is leaving us at the end of this year. Jayne has accepted a position 

as a Maths Mentor with Massey University (DMIC - Developing Mathematical 

Inquiry Communities Project). In 2019 Jayne completed her Master of Education 

Mathematics, so this role will enable her to utilise the specialist knowledge and 

experience she has built up over time. Jayne in her role as School Curriculum 

Innovations Leader has made a significant contribution to the development of 

teaching/learning models over the past 12 years and has been a key part of the 

development of the teaching/learning model in the Senior Digital Ako Hub. Jayne 

has also coordinated our Chess Club which has gone from strength to strength. 

Proudly our top team qualified for nationals in both 2019 and 2020 under her 

guidance. We wish Jayne all the very best for 2021 with her exciting new role and 

direction – you will be greatly missed by the Cromwell Primary School Community. 

Thanks for your amazing contribution over the years as you have made a difference. 
 

2020 KĀHUI AKO HIGHLIGHTS 
 Shona Hamilton & Nicola Hale, our first Across Kāhui Ako Lead Teachers in our 

Cromwell Community of Learning (Te Kāhui Ako o Ngā Awanui), have been 

working across our schools & ECEs with a focus on Literacy and Digital 

Technology. This has led to a significant lift in collaboration between our 

organisations.  

 3 Bilingual Support Workers commenced their work in ECEs and our schools 

supporting ESOL students who speak Afrikaans, Tagalog and Portuguese as 

their first language. 

 Enviro CoL Exhibition based on Lake Dunstan. 

 Kapa Haka performances for whānau at Cromwell College in preparation for the 

Murihiku Virtual Polyfest. 

 Development of our Graduate Learner Profile. 

 Completion of the Learning Support Register. 

 Appointment of 4 Within School Teachers who will focus on Literacy & 

Wellbeing. 
 

NEW SCHOOL DAILY TIMETABLE IN 2021 
Next year we will be trialling a new daily timetable. 
 

8:55am – School start bell 

9:00-11:00am – Learning Block 1 

11:00am – 11:40am – Break 1 

11:40am – 1:20pm – Learning Block 2 

1:20pm – 2:00pm – Break 2 

2:00pm – 3:00pm – Learning Block 3 

Please note the 8:55am bell. Children will need to be at school and ready for class 

by this time. 



THANKS FROM THE CPS TEAM 
The staff would like to thank families for the gifts, baking and other treats that have 
been dropped off to classrooms, the office and the staffroom over the past two 
weeks. We all really appreciate your generosity in the spirit of Christmas. 

 

RETURN OF SCHOOL RESOURCES AND SPORTS UNIFORMS 
Please have a good hunt around home for any school reading books, sports 

uniforms, etc. We would like all school property returned as soon as possible. Any 

school property you may have at home can be dropped off at the office until 

3:00pm on Tuesday 15 December. 
 

BUSES & FINAL DAY ARRANGEMENTS – WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER 
 School closes at 1:00pm Wednesday 16th December. 

 The buses will run at the normal time in the morning. 

 The buses will only run in the afternoon if required. 

 It is very important that bus parents let the school know by the end of this week 

if your children WILL require the bus on Wednesday afternoon. 

 If we do not hear back from families, we will assume they will NOT be travelling 

on the buses on Wednesday afternoon and have made arrangements for children 

to be collected at 1pm when school closes for the year. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE HOURS 2021 
If you are intending to use this service you will need to make a new booking for next 

year. No bookings will be carried over. All accounts must be cleared for this year 

before any bookings will be taken for 2021. 

Hours of operation - 3:00pm-5:30pm daily 

Permanent Bookings - $10:00 per session 
Casual Bookings - $12.00 per session (please note the increased charges for 2021) 
 

2020 - THE YEAR OF CONTINUING GROWTH 
This year has been another year of significant changes, mostly linked to our 

continued growth. Our roll has grown to 364 and this has meant we have had to 

review many of our school systems and processes to ensure that what we are doing 

is effective and appropriate for a school of our size. 

 The contract for multipurpose building project has been signed and awarded to 

Ultraspan which is fantastic progress. Construction is scheduled to commence in 

January 2021. This project is an example of the importance of having a long 

term vision and strategic planning goal which has enabled us to raise the 

significant funds required to achieve this goal. We appreciate the patience of our 

community who have been raising funds for this project for several years. 

Between school fundraising from three previous school fairs and a significant 

amount of community trusts funding, we are now financially able to commit to 

this project for the benefit of the children now and in the future.  

  We have employed additional staff members in response to our growing roll. 

  We have had to relinquish the use of the Junction Suite as our school library 

again this year, as currently we have 55 Years 3/4 students based in there.  

 Lots of changes to adapt to, but the one thing that has not changed is that we 



continue to do the best we can do for our students. We encourage the children to 

be the best learners and people they can be, and the staff work tirelessly to 

ensure that all students receive the best possible learning opportunities in order 

to ensure individual success.  
 

2020 STUDENT COUNCIL END OF YEAR MESSAGE 
Thanks everyone for supporting us this year. We raised $880 for the Southland 

Charity Hospital and giant outdoor games for school. Today we collected 

approximately 700 cans for the Cromwell Food Bank in our annual “Christmas 

Carols for Cans” partnership with ECE. Thanks to our choir and guitarists who 

provided the entertainment. We have really enjoyed providing fun games for 

everyone on Monday lunchtimes and representing our classes. We hope that we 

have helped to “make a difference” at school. Merry Christmas from Georgia, Leah, 

Jah, Kyle, Henry, Jack, Charlesse, Joshua, Indie, Paige, Isabella and Nate. 
 

2020 HOUSE LEADERS 
Throughout the year our House Leaders have been 

running their own lunch time activity programme 

every Friday. They have come up with some amazing 

activities for all the children to enjoy. Well done to the 

House Leaders for showing such initiative and 

outstanding organisational skills.  
 

END OF YEAR ATTENDANCE & ABSENCES 
We are responsible for accounting for every individual student until the close of 

school at 1:00pm Wednesday 16th December. We are happy for families to regard 

Tuesday as being the last day for students, as Wednesday 16th will be a resource 

management, classroom clean-up day which will be easier without the children. The 

K Hub will be consolidating all their resources into one end of their building as the 

Cromwell Kids Fun Club will move into the other space for their Holiday 

Programme so we will appreciate children not being at school if possible. Please 

ensure that you notify the office if your child WILL be attending school on 

Wednesday morning, as we do need to account for every child. If we do not hear 

from you, we will mark them as being absent. This will enable teachers to record 

attendance details accurately. Alternately you can contact the office by phone 445 

0264 or email (admin@cromprimary.school.nz). We remind parents that there 

is no afterschool care on Wednesday 16th, as we are officially closing at 

1:00pm. 
 

2021 CLASSES & STATIONERY 
Children will meet their 2021 teachers and classmates on Monday. During this 

“meet & greet” session students will receive their stationery lists for next year. Class 

stationery lists will also be available at Paper Plus and from our school website. 

 

 

mailto:admin@cromprimary.school.nz


THANKS SOKS   
We would like to acknowledge the wonderful work of our SOKs Committee this 

year. It is important that we acknowledge Nikki Livingstone (President), Shelley 

Baird (Secretary), Andrea Allison (Treasurer), Sharon McCulloch (Second Hand 

Uniforms & SoKs Ski Programme), School Lunch Orders & Class BBQ Helpers, 

SoKs Skiing and Raewyn Whitworth (Scholastic Book Club) for their roles on the 

behalf of the committee. This year your efforts have included a $1000 hardship 

fund, the disco, meals for families and the SOKs Ski Trips. We all appreciate your 

hard work on behalf of your children. You have really made a difference in our 

school.  
 

YEAR 2 & 3 DUATHLON, THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER 
The Year 2 and 3 students in the Kārearea team competed last Thursday in their an-

nual duathlon consisting of a run, bike and run. The students competed with great 

enthusiasm and excitement. Many thanks to all the family members who supported 

the students.  
 

Yr 2 Individuals - Yr 2 Teams - 
1st - Arlo B 1st - Lukas M & Zach W 
2nd - Carter S 2nd - Samuel W & Luca H 
 3rd - Violet Y & Amelia B 
 

Yr 3 Boys Teams - 
1st - Cheetahs - Jack C, Timana N & Levi C 
2nd - The Go Hunters - Hunter H, James H & Braxton B 
3rd - Minecraft Hackers - Samuel P & Harry S 
 

Yr 3 Girls Teams - 
1st - Diamonds - Delilah H, Eden K & Izabel W 
2nd - Cheetah Girls - Morgan C, Daisy C & Angelina M 
3rd - Girl Power - Ariana C, Emily S & Eva T 
 

Yr 3 Individual Boys -  Yr 3 Individual Girls - 
1st - Fita L    1st - Bella H 
2nd - Cooper W   2nd - Quinn L 
3rd - Lucas S   3rd - Isabelle M 
 
KĀREAREA MULTICULTURAL DANCE PERFORMANCE – MON 14 DECEMBER 
On Monday 14 December, the Kārearea Team are excited to bring you a multicul-

tural dance performance.  Come along and see our Inquiry with a dance lens.  

2.00pm in the Junior Stage Area.  All families welcome.  

BACK TO SCHOOL COSTS 
Did you know you can apply to WINZ for assistance with Back to School costs?  Re-
quest a quote from your stationery supplier and contact WINZ through their web-
site https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/ for more information on how this 
works. 
 
 

SPORTS UNIFORM AMNESTY 
Could all students that have a CPS sports shirt at home please return to Mr. Ede 

ASAP please. 

https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/


 

Thank you from SOKs… 
2020 has been an interesting year!  COVID19 significantly reduced our fundraising 
options.  We were unable to run our lunchtime sausage sizzles for over half the year 
and were forced to cancel our mid-year disco.  We also lost our lunchtime sushi 
supplier.   
 

Even though we ran a very small, though highly dedicated team this year, with the 
help of our wonderful parent community and Mr Dave, we still managed to pull off 
a fantastic Halloween disco, reinstate fortnightly sausage sizzles and find a new Su-
shi Supplier (Thank you Highlands and Kumi's Sushi).  We also continued to be 
supported by Jayne and Scott from Subway each week school was open.   
 

This year SOKs (thanks to all your help) was able to donate to the school- 
 

 outdoor speaker and microphone - requested with sports days specifically in 
mind 

 2 outdoor sand and water tables for the junior classes  
 4 digital chess timers for the chess club students when practicing for competi-

tions 
 $100 donation to the school's purchase of a Blair Vining Plaque to support the 

Southland Charity Hospital  
 $1,000 towards the bus for the Year 4 trip to the Marae - this allowed the school 

to be able to lower the costs for all the kids that went on the trip. 
 $60,000 set aside for the new climbing structure that will hopefully be installed 

early next year (Covid really slowed that down) 
 $85,000 raised in previous school fairs, set aside for the Multipurpose Hall that 

is scheduled for next year.  
We organised another successful ski programme which saw over 100 kids take to 
the slopes at Cardrona for 4 days in September.  We also, with the help of a gener-
ous group of parents were able to provide meals to families having a hard time.  We 
truly do have an amazing community. 
 

On behalf of SOKS we would like to thank everyone for their help this year.  We 
wish you all the best for the festive season ahead, stay safe and see you all again 
next year!  Bring on 2021! First meeting of 2021 is Tuesday 9 Feb at 7:30pm in Staf-
froom. New committee members are welcome.  
 

Nikki Livingstone 
President, SoK’s Committee 





 



PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS 
 

Well done to: Timme J, Milly L, Ashlyn F, Archie B-K, Matai A (H1), Emma S, 
DylanRose M (H3), Ollie H, Ashleigh H, Skyler B, Charlotte W, Meya B (H4) 





 
FINANCES 

School Costs will be billed to your child’s account.  A 

statement will be sent out monthly that shows the 

items billed and payments made. 

Please pay by internet banking (03-1735-0004162-000). 

Please put name and what it relates to as the reference 

and/or e-mail Tegan  to advise.  If you are unable to 

pay by internet banking, payment can be made by 

cash or cheque.  Please place  cash/cheque in a named 

envelope and specify what the payment is for on the 

envelope.  The envelope can be given to the classroom 

teacher to come to the office in the purple bag.  If 

dropping the envelope to the office, please put 

envelope in the post-it slot.  We do not have eftpos.   

We have limited cash, so please endeavour to 

pay the exact amount of cash. 

You can pay regular amounts to cover costs e.g 

$5 per week if NE-Y2, $10 per week if Y3&4, 

$15 Y5&6.   

Should you require assistance to meet school costs, 

please contact the principal or Tegan in the office as 

there is assistance that is available. 

SCHOOL 

LUNCHES… 

Heat Ups: 

There will be no 

heat ups until 

further notice. 

Subway 

Tuesday:   

Please order and pay 

online.  Visit 

 www.subwayexpress.co.

nz (you will need to 

register if you haven't 

already) and click on the 

School lunch option.  

Choose Cromwell 

Primary School from the 

drop down list.  Choose 

your sub and then work 

down the list to select or 

deselect cheese, salads 

etc.  On the last page is a 

box where you can make 

additional notes (eg..no 

sauce). The subs ALL 

come with sauce by 

default.  You will have to 

do a separate order and 

payment per child.  At 

this stage you can’t order 

school lunches via the 

app. 

“Kumi’s Sushi at 

Highlands” 

Fridays: 
Vegetarian or Teriyaki 

Chicken, Tuna & Mayo 

—$6 for 6 pieces or $7 

for 8 pieces.  Exact 

money & details in a 

named envelope.  

Please use purple bag 

service. 
 

 

UNIFORM 

New Uniform can be purchased from Tanya at 

Metrografix.  Tanya is in the Metrografix office from 9am 

until 2:45 daily.  If uniform is needed outside this time 

please call and arrange a time that suits.   

E-mail: tanya.metrografix@xtra.co.nz, telephone 03 

4454533, cell: 027 6213582. 

House T-shirts are available for $20 

Highlighter Vests can be purchased for $10 each 

Boys School Socks, lovely quality nice dark navy - 

available in twin packs $9.00 per pack (so $4.50 a 

pair). 

School hats with the house colours ($20) - available 

now. 

Second-Hand can be purchased on-line on the “Cromwell 

Primary School Second-Hand Uniform Buy/Sell Page. 

Second-Hand Uniform Link 

http://www.subwayexpress.co.nz/
http://www.subwayexpress.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/255470058152068/?ref=bookmarks
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